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in Wisconsin and Arizona; also a discussion of the taxation of the an- 
thracite mines. 

Chapter viii, headed the "Taxation period," shows methods that have 
been used in different states for the gathering of taxes and the part 
played by the mines as tax producers. Chapter ix summarizes a num- 
ber of suggested methods of taxation and reforms in connection with 
them, together with the criticisms and suggestions of mining engineers 
and mine operators, state taxation officials, tax commissions, economists, 
and others. 

Among the important questions outlined as needing agreement as a 
basis for taxation the author gives the following : 

1. Should natural resources be taxed in a manner or by a method 
different from other property ? 

2. Should natural resources be taxed at a higher rate if taxed in the 
same manner as other property ? 

3. Should wasting assets, such as mines, be taxed differently from 
other property? 

4. Should the appraisal of mines for taxation be centralized, that is, 
placed under the immediate supervision of state officers? 

5. Should mines be appraised physically for the purpose of taxation? 
The author outlines the various points that should be considered in 

setting up a system of taxation and gives as the points at present inter- 
esting tax officials and mine operators the following: what mining 
properties shall be taxed; who shall tax it; how shall it be taxed; how 
shall it be valued ; at what rate shall it be taxed ? These are discussed 
in detail and the author's conclusions given together with his argument 
for these conclusions. The book is clearly written and is altogether an 
admirable presentation of the subject. 

H. H. Stoek 

History of the Australian ballot system in the United States. A disserta- 
tion submitted to the faculty of the graduate school of arts and 
literature in candidacy for the degree of doctor of philosophy. Uni- 
versity of Chicago. By Eldon Cobb Evans. (Chicago: University 
of Chicago press, 1917. 102 p. $.75 net) 
Into the brief space of seventy-two pages, Mr. Evans has crowded a 
great amount of information useful to students and teachers of history 
and political science. To the historical student the chief value of the 
monograph lies in the first two chapters which summarize the various 
methods of voting in different geographical sections of the country from 
the colonial period to about 1890. The author has made good use of the 
important monographs by Bishop and McKinley relating to elections and 
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to the suffrage franchise in the colonial period, and has apparently done 
some independent historical investigation. Then follow chapters of 
more direct interest to the teacher or student of political science, sum- 
marizing what appears to have been a detailed study of the present so- 
called Australian ballot laws in the several states. 

The bibliography is deficient in the technique which one expects to 
find observed in a doctor's dissertation, and a few typographical errors 
appear. In view of the strong case which can be made out in favor of 
the Delaware envelope ballot, one is inclined to criticise the unsupported 
reference to the adoption of that system as "a very reactionary step." 
Mention should also have been made of the mailing of sample ballots to 
voters now required by the laws of New Jersey and California as a 
means of publicity and instruction of voters. Methods of counting bal- 
lots are also frequently prescribed minutely in ballot laws and might well 
have been treated in this study, especially the central counting system 
recently adopted in San Francisco. A study of "the development of the 
Australian ballot system in the United States," to be complete, should 
have also included the preferential ballot now used in Cleveland, San 
Francisco, and over fifty other cities, at least certain aspects of the ab- 
sent voters laws now in force in about one-half of the states, and legal 
and extra-legal methods of securing qualified officials to man the polling 
places and count the ballots, notably in New Jersey. 

These omissions and the failure of the monograph to treat of primary 
ballots and to throw new light upon the practical operations of ballot 
laws in general and the envelope and non-partisan ballot in particular 
are traceable to the author's avowed purpose to confine his study to 
elections and to his failure to venture far beyond the text of election 
laws and court decisions for his material. "With these limitations, the 
work done is to be highly commended and the reviewer hopes that it can 
early be expanded into the more comprehensive survey of our election 
laws which is so greatly needed. 

P. Orman Eay 

History of legislative methods in the period lefore 1825. By Ralph 
Volney Harlow, Ph.D., instructor in history, Simmons college. 
[Yale historical publications, Miscellany, V, published under the 
direction of the department of history] (New Haven: Yale uni- 
versity press, London : Humphrey Milford, Oxford university press, 
1917. 269 p. $2.25 net) 
This book is a study of the origin and development of the committee 
systems in American legislatures. The monograph, representing a pro- 
digious amount of pioneer research, is a distinct contribution to Ameri- 



